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Talented pianist Solzhenitsyn likely
has brilliant musical career ahead

MICHAEL FLEMING
CLASSICAL MUSKC CRITKC

Igna! Salzhenitsyn seerns (o have
all the requisites for a musical
career a lamous surname (his fa-
ther is the writer Alexander Seol-
zhenitsyn), a blue-ribbon pedigree
(Curlis Institote of Music), an im-
pressive shock of blond hair and a
soullul gaze. He also happens lc be
an extraardinary planist, as he
demonstrated again and again in
his Thursday recital at the Ord-

way.

Unlike so many products of
American conservalories, the 22-
year-old Solzhenilsyn Is not a pia-
no juggler, but an arlist whose
chasen instrument is the piano.
The typical compelition wioner
would have bored the audience
blind with a performance of Schu-
bert's late G-major Somata (D.
834), especially at the magisterial
lermpas at which this pianist toak
mast of it Even when he erred on
the side of spaciouspess — as he
did in the first movement — he

' Unlike so many
products of
American
conservatories,
Solzhenitsyn is not
a piano juggler, but
an artist whose
chosen instrument

is the piano.

never lost the musical pulse or his
finely burnished sound

This sonata is a mighty chal-
lenge for pianists two and three
times his age If he can play it
with such ease and understanding
at this paint in his career, he has a
gikded future abead.

There was nol one work on Lhe
program calculated simply to stun
the listepers. In addition ta the
Schubert, he played the four Bal-
lades, Op 10, Ey Brahms, and Bee-
thaven's craggy Sonata In C mu-
nor, Op. 111 Pleaty of material
for the fingers, the brain and the

heart |n these, but one has (o be a
planist or an estraordinarily at-
tentive listener to fully appreclate
their splendors

He made as good a case as can
be made lor the Ballades, and bis
reading ol the loose-jointed, narra-
tive Ballade In D minor was a
model of how to hide the laults of
a less-than-perfect work. The swifl
little B minor was bewilching too,
but for all the planist's elforts, the
final one, in B major, sounded gar-
rulous and a bil befuddled

Solzhenitsyn's unilinching poise
stood him in good stead with the
Beethaven Op. 111 Toa many pia-
nists poke and prod this sonala, as
il to find some mystery under ev-
ery rock This performance, while
giving the music's poelry ils due,
did not bog down in idle philosoph-
ical meandering

WHAT: Ignat Sotrhenitsyn, plano
(presented by the Schubert Club)
WHERE: Ordway Muslc Theatre
WHEN: Thursday

CAPSULE) A gloaming star wof
abovae the horlzon



