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THE SON OF RUSSIA' S GREATEST LIVING NOVELIST BRINGS TO SOUTH 

FLORIDA HIS OWN FORMIDABLE TALENTS AS A CONCERT PIANIST. 

 

Wh e n  Ign a t  So lzh e n it sy n  wa s 6  y e a r s  o ld , h is  fa t h e r , t h e  e xile d  
Ru ssia n  a u t h o r  Ale ksa n d r  So lzh e n it sy n , sa t  wit h  h im  a n d  h is  t wo  
b r o t h e r s  a r o u n d  t h e  fir e p la ce  in  t h e ir  Ve r m o n t  fa r m h o u se  a n d  r e a d  
o n e  o f h is  sh o r t  s t o r ie s  a lo u d . 

` ` I' ll n e ve r  fo r ge t  t h a t ,' '  sa y s Ign a t . ` ` Th a t  wa s t h e  m o m e n t  wh e n  I 
fir s t  b e ca m e  a wa r e  o f wh a t  m y  fa t h e r  d id . It  wa s h is  wa y  o f 
in t r o d u cin g u s t o  t h e  fa ct  t h a t  we  we r e  liv in g wit h  a  wr it e r , h is  wa y  
o f sa y in g, ` Lo o k , b o y s, t h is  is  wh y  I'm  a lwa y s so  b u sy  in  m y  st u d y .'  ' '  

 

Ar o u n d  t h e  sa m e  t im e , Ign a t  a lso  b e co m e  a wa r e  o f a n o t h e r  a sp e ct  o f 
h is  fa t h e r ' s  life . On e  d a y  h e  wa lke d  in t o  h is  o ffice  a n d  h e a r d  a  
Be e t h o ve n  sy m p h o n y , wh ich  st r u ck  h im  like  ligh t in g fr o m  a  cle a r  
sky . ` ` Wh a t  is  t h a t ?' '  h e  a ske d . ` ` Th is  is  Be e t h o ve n ,' '  Ale ksa n d r  
So lzh e n it sy n  sa id  sim p ly , sh o win g h im  t h e  b o xe d  se t  o f Be e t h o ve n  



sy m p h o n ie s h e ' d  b e e n  lis t e n in g t o . ` ` Th a t ' s  h o w I le a r n e d  t h a t  
Be e t h o ve n  wa s m y  fa t h e r ' s  fa vo r it e  co m p o se r ,' '  h e  r e ca lls . 

 

Be e t h o ve n  so o n  b e ca m e  Ign a t ' s  id o l, t o o , a lo n g wit h  Sch u b e r t , 
Ha y d n  a n d  Mo za r t , wh o se  Pia n o  Co n ce r t o  No . 2 3  in  A m a jo r  h e ' ll 
p e r fo r m  t o d a y  a n d  Mo n d a y  in  So u t h  Flo r id a  a s so lo ist  wit h  t h e  
Ro y a l Ph ilh a r m o n ic le d  b y  It a lia n  co n d u ct o r  Da n ie le  Ga t t i. Fo r  e ve n  
b e fo r e  h e ' d  e ve r  h e a r d  o f Be e t h o ve n , Ign a t  h a d  a lr e a d y  d isco ve r e d  
a n o t h e r  m u sica l a t t r a ct io n  in  h is  fa t h e r ' s  Am e r ica n  h o m e  - t h e  b a b y  
gr a n d  p ia n o  t h a t  ca m e  wit h  t h e  h o u se , a n d  o n  wh ich  h e ' d  b e gu n  
p lin k in g o u t  t u n e s wh e n  h e  wa s 5  y e a r s  o ld . 

 

St ill, Ale ksa n d r  So lzh e n it sy n , su r v ivo r  o f St a lin ist  la b o r  ca m p s a n d  
No b e l-p r ize  win n in g a u t h o r  o f m o n u m e n t a l t o m e s a b o u t  So vie t  
o p p r e ssio n , d id n ' t  t a ke  h is  lit t le  b o y ' s  in t e r e st  in  m u sic se r io u sly  - 
le t  a lo n e  im a gin e  t h a t  o n e  d a y  h e ' d  b e  n u r t u r in g a  co n ce r t  p ia n ist . 
He  d id n ' t  p a y  m u ch  h e e d  e ve n  t o  h is  fr ie n d  Mst isla v  Ro st r o p o vich , 
t h e  gr e a t  Ru ssia n  ce llis t , wh o  h a d  in sist e d  Ign a t  r e ce ive  p ia n o  
le sso n s im m e d ia t e ly , a ft e r  h e a r in g t h e  b o y  p la y  wh e n  h e  wa s 6  a t  
t h e  So lzh e n it sy n s '  h o m e . 

 

Bu t  t wo  y e a r s  la t e r , wh e n  Ro st r o p o vich  d isco ve r e d  t h a t  Ign a t  h a d  
lo n g b e e n  a b le  t o  r e a d  m u sic y e t  wa s st ill d o o d lin g a lo n e  a t  t h e  
ke y b o a r d , h e  t o o k  m a t t e r s  in t o  h is  o wn  h a n d s. Ro st r o p o vich  
in t r o d u ce d  t h e  b o y  t o  p ia n ist  Ru d o lf Se r k in , wh o  live d  ju st  a n  h o u r  
a wa y , a n d  wh o  a r r a n ge d  le sso n s fo r  h im  wit h  h is  a ssis t a n t s . Th e  
r e su lt : By  a ge  1 3 , Ign a t  wa s p e r fo r m in g Be e t h o ve n ' s  Se co n d  Pia n o  
Co n ce r t o  r igh t  h e r e  in  So u t h  Flo r id a  a t  t h e  n o w-d e fu n ct  Pa lm  Be a ch  
Fe st iva l. 

 

A fr e sh -fa ce d , go o d -n a t u r e d , b lo n d -h a ir e d  b o y  t h e n , Ign a t , n o w 2 7 , 
e xu d e d  t h e  sa m e  m a t t e r -o f-fa ct  a ffa b ilit y  h e  d id  a s  a  ch ild  d u r in g a  
r e ce n t  a p p e a r a n ce  o n  CBS'  Su n d a y  Mo r n in g sh o w. An d  h is  
u n a ffe ct e d  fr a n kn e ss a n d  sin ce r it y  ca m e  t h r o u gh  a ga in  in  a  r e ce n t  
p h o n e  ca ll fr o m  Ph ila d e lp h ia , wh e r e  h e  live s wit h  h is  p h y sicia n  wife , 



a  n a t ive  o f La n ca st e r , Pa . Wh e n  h e ' s  n o t  p la y in g t h e  p ia n o  t h e se  
d a y s, h e ' s  a lso  p r in cip a l co n d u ct o r  o f Ph ila d e lp h ia ' s  Co n ce r t o  
So lo ist s  Ch a m b e r  Or ch e st r a . 

 

` ` My  go a l fo r  t h e  fo r e se e a b le  fu t u r e  is  t o  p la y  t h e  p ia n o  a n d  
co n d u ct ,' '  h e  e xp la in s. ` ` I wa n t e d  t o  co n d u ct  fr o m  a n  e a r ly  a ge , b u t  
I a lwa y s fe lt  t h a t  if I d id  so , I h a d  t o  b e  t r a in e d  se r io u sly  a n d  
p r o p e r ly ,' '  wh ich  is  wh y  fo r  se ve r a l y e a r s , b e fo r e  b e co m in g p r in cip a l 
co n d u ct o r  o f t h e  Co n ce r t o  So lo ist s  la st  fa ll, h e  se r ve d  a s it s  a ssis t a n t  
co n d u ct o r  a n d  st u d ie d  p ia n o  wit h  Ga r y  Gr a ffm a n  a n d  co n d u ct in g 
wit h  Ot t o  We r n e r -Mu e lle r  a t  Ph ila d e lp h ia ' s  r e n o wn e d  Cu r t is  
In st it u t e  o f Mu sic. 

 

Pla in ly , So lzh e n it sy n s d o  n o t  t a ke  t h in gs ligh t ly . 

 

LIFE IN EXILE 

 

Ign a t  wa s ju st  1 8  m o n t h s o ld  in  1 9 7 4 , wh e n  h is  fa t h e r  wa s ch a r ge d  
wit h  t r e a so n  fo r  e xp o sin g Co m m u n ist  b r u t a lit y  t h r o u gh  h is  wr it in gs 
a n d  e xp e lle d  fr o m  t h e  So vie t  Un io n , se t t lin g fir s t  in  Swit ze r la n d , 
t h e n  in  t h e  Un it e d  St a t e s a t  a  fe n ce d -in  e st a t e  in  Ca ve n d ish , Vt . Th e  
b o y  a t t e n d e d  sch o o l t h e r e , wh e r e  h e  sp o ke  En glish  a n d  m a d e  
Am e r ica n  fr ie n d s, b u t  a t  h o m e  b o t h  t h e  la n gu a ge  a n d  a t m o sp h e r e  
we r e  Ru ssia n . 

 

` ` Th e  e n v ir o n m e n t  we  h a d  in  t e r m s o f d iscip lin e  wa s n o t  
o b se ssive ,' '  h e  sa y s. ` ` My  fa t h e r  d id n ' t  sa y , ` Yo u  m u st  d o  t h is , y o u  
m u st  d o  t h a t .'  Bu t  t h e r e  wa s a n  a lm o st  r e ve r e n t ia l a p p r o a ch  t o  wo r k ; 
it  wa s co n sid e r e d  so m e t h in g ve r y  im p o r t a n t . Also , wh ile  m y  
b r o t h e r s  a n d  I a lwa y s h a d  a  cle a r  se n se  o f o u r  fa t h e r ' s  im p o r t a n ce  
a n d  st a t u r e  a s  a  wr it e r , t h e r e  wa s n o  se n se  o f se lf-im p o r t a n ce  fr o m  
h im . He ' s  su ch  a  d o wn -t o -e a r t h  p e r so n  a n d  ve r y  sim p le  m a n  in  
t e r m s o f h is  d a ily  life , wh ich  is  a lm o st  m o n a st ic . He  d o e sn ' t  h a ve  
a n y  la v ish  r e q u ir e m e n t s. Wh ile  we  live d  in  co m fo r t  in  Ve r m o n t , 



t h e r e  wa s n o  o p u le n ce  o r  lu xu r y , a n d  I t h in k  m y  p a r e n t s  im b u e d  u s 
ve r y  e a r ly  o n  wit h  a  se n se  t h a t  it ' s  wh a t  y o u  d o  t h a t ' s  wh a t  co u n t s , 
n o t  wh o  y o u  a r e . We  n e ve r  fe lt  a  se n se  o f e n t it le m e n t  t o  a n y t h in g, 
b u t  r a t h e r  a  r e sp o n sib ilit y  t o  b e a r  b e ca u se  o f o u r  fa t h e r ' s  n a m e .' '  

 

QUIET EMERGENCE 

 

Th a t ' s  o n e  r e a so n  wh y , u n t il n o w, y o u n g So lzh e n it sy n  h a s e m e r ge d  
st e a d ily  b u t  q u ie t ly  o n t o  t h e  m u sica l s t a ge . He  wa n t e d  t o  b e  
co m p le t e ly  r e a d y  - fu lly  p r e p a r e d . 

 

` ` Aft e r  I p la y e d  in  Pa lm  Be a ch  in  1 9 8 6 , I r e a lly  b e ga n  m y  se r io u s 
st u d ie s,' '  h e  e xp la in s. He  h a d  a lr e a d y  sp e n t  t h r e e  y e a r s  u n d e r  t h e  
t u t e la ge  o f Se r k in  a ssis t a n t  Lu is  Ba t lle , wh o  gr o u n d e d  t h e  fle d glin g 
p ia n ist  in  m u sic t h e o r y  a s we ll a s  ke y b o a r d  st u d ie s. Bu t  a t  1 4 , Ign a t  
le ft  h o m e  wit h  h is  p a r e n t s '  b le ssin gs t o  live  fo r  t h r e e  y e a r s  in  
Lo n d o n , wh e r e  h e  st u d ie d  wit h  It a lia n  p e d a go gu e  Ma r ia  Cu r cio , a  
d iscip le  o f t h e  illu st r io u s Be e t h o ve n  p ia n ist , Ar t u r  Sch n a b e l. 

 

Ign a t ' s  life  in  Lo n d o n  ga ve  h im  a  t r e m e n d o u s se n se  o f se lf-
co n fid e n ce  a n d  in d e p e n d e n ce . 

 

` ` It ' s  a ct u a lly  fr o m  t h a t  t im e  o n  t h a t  I live d  a lo n e , ju st  a s  so m e  
p e o p le  d o  wh e n  t h e y  go  t o  co lle ge  a t  1 8 , e xce p t  t h a t  in  m y  ca se  I 
wa s o n ly  1 4 . I wa s r e n t in g a n  a p a r t m e n t  a n d  liv in g r e a lly  o n  m y  
o wn . So , fo r  m e , wh e n  m y  p a r e n t s  r e t u r n e d  t o  Ru ssia  in  1 9 9 4  I wa s 
fu lly  p r e p a r e d  fo r  t h a t .' '  So  we r e  h is  b r o t h e r s , a  cit y  p la n n e r  in  
Bo st o n , a n d  a  m a n a ge m e n t  co n su lt a n t  wh o  wo r ks fo r  a n  Am e r ica n  
co m p a n y  in  Mo sco w. 

 

` ` My  fa t h e r  h a d  a lwa y s b e lie ve d  h e  wo u ld  o u t live  co m m u n ism  a n d  
r e t u r n  t o  Ru ssia  b e fo r e  h e  d ie d . An d  co n sid e r in g t h e  t h in gs h e  we n t  



t h r o u gh  in  h is  life , h e  is  r e m a r ka b ly  h e a lt h y  n o w a t  8 0 , d e ligh t e d  
wit h  t h e  fa ll o f co m m u n ism  a n d , o n  a  p e r so n a l le ve l, ve r y  h a p p y  t o  
b e  b a ck  in  Ru ssia ,' '  sa y s Ign a t . ` ` Bu t  h e  is  a lso  ve r y  sa d d e n e d  b y  
wh a t  h a s h a p p e n e d  t h e r e  b e ca u se  h e  p r e d ict e d  a  lo t  o f it . If t h e  
r e fo r m s we r e  n o t  p r o p e r ly  in st it u t e d , h e  wa r n e d , t h e r e  wo u ld  b e  
ch a o s, a n d  t h e r e  h a s b e e n . He  kn o ws Ru ssia  a n d  t h e  Ru ssia n  
p e o p le .' '  

 

SINGULAR DEVOTION 

 

Th o u gh  Ign a t  is  t h o r o u gh ly  b icu lt u r a l a n d  m u lt ilin gu a l (h e  sp e a ks 
Ru ssia n , En glish , Ge r m a n , Fr e n ch  a n d  It a lia n ) , wh e n  it  co m e s t o  
p ia n o  lit e r a t u r e , h is  r a n ge  is  se lf-lim it e d . Th o u gh  st e e p e d  in  Ru ssia n  
cu lt u r e , m u sica lly  h is  gr e a t  lo ve , like  h is  fa t h e r ' s , is  Ge r m a n  m u sic. 
He  co n ce n t r a t e s m o st ly  o n  p la y in g Sch u b e r t , Mo za r t , Ba ch , 
Be e t h o ve n  a n d  Br a h m s, a n d  a d m ir e s m a st e r  p ia n ist s  o f Te u t o n ic 
b e n t  like  Cla u d io  Ar r a u  (wit h  wh o m  h e  in t e n d e d  t o  s t u d y  wh e n  t h e  
8 8 -y e a r -o ld  v ir t u o so  su d d e n ly  d ie d ) . 

 

` ` Fo r  m e  it ' s  a b so lu t e ly  e sse n t ia l t o  p la y  o n ly  m u sic t h a t  I t r u ly  lo ve  
a n d  r e ve r e , a n d  t h e  Ge r m a n  r e p e r t o ir e  is  wh e r e  I t h in k  t h e  gr e a t e st  
p ia n o  lit e r a t u r e  lie s . Be in g Ru ssia n , o f co u r se , I d o  lo ve  so m e  Ru ssia n  
m u sic d e a r ly .' '  He  p la y s o n e  Ra ch m a n in o ff b lo ckb u st e r  (Rh a p so d y  
o n  a  Th e m e  o f Pa ga n in i)  a n d  so m e  so lo  p ia n o  m u sic b y  Pr o ko fie v  
a n d  Sh o st a ko vich . Bu t  t h e ir  b r a vu r a  co n ce r t o s a r e  n o t  h is  m u sica l 
m e a t , n o r  d o e s h e  d o t e  o n  Tch a iko vsky ' s  e ve r -p o p u la r  p ia n o  
co n ce r t o s. ` ` Th e r e ' s  so m e  m u sic it ' s  n ice  t o  ju st  le t  o t h e r  p e o p le  
p la y ,' '  h e  sa y s. 

 

So lzh e n it sy n ' s  p e n ch a n t  fo r  t h in k in g m a n ' s  m u sic a n d  h is  ` ` n o -
fr ills ' '  p ia n o  st y le  - c le a n , c le a r , we ll-o u t lin e d  p h r a sin g, wit h  n o  
a t t e n t io n -gr a b b in g lin ge r in g o ve r  p h r a se s o r  id io sy n cr a t ic  t e m p o s - 
m a y  b e  t h e  p r o d u ct  o f h is  n o -fr ills  u p b r in gin g, a n d  o f t h e  m u sic h e  
fir s t  h e a r d  a t  h o m e . 



 

` ` I go t  a  go o d  d e a l o f m u sic lis t e n in g a t  h o m e , b u t  it  wa sn ' t  a s  
b r o a d  a  sp e ct r u m  a s I wo u ld  h a ve  h a d  p e r h a p s gr o win g u p  in  a  
m u sicia n ' s  fa m ily . Th e r e  we r e  m a n y  co m p o se r s m y  p a r e n t s  n e ve r  
lis t e n e d  t o , n o t  fo r  a n y  la ck  o f e m p a t h y , ju st  b e ca u se  t h e y  m a y  n o t  
h a ve  b e e n  a wa r e  o r  h a d  r e co r d in gs o f t h e m .' '  

 

Bu t  h is  a ve r sio n  t o  sh o wy  p ia n o  m u sic a n d  t o  wh a t  h e  ca lls  
` ` p e r so n a lit y  cu lt ' '  p ia n ist s  like  t h e  la t e  Vla d im ir  Ho r o wit z  o r  t h e  
le ge n d a r y  Fr a n z Liszt , m a y  b e  r o o t e d  in  h is  p a r e n t s '  p r e fe r e n ce  fo r  
m o d e st y  ve r su s sh o w. 

 

` ` I t h in k  Ho r o wit z  d id  so m e  gr e a t  a n d  b e a u t ifu l t h in gs wit h  t h e  
p ia n o , b u t  I a lso  b e lie ve  h e  o ft e n  d r e w m o r e  a t t e n t io n  t o  h im se lf 
t h a n  t h e  m u sic h e  p la y e d . He  wa s a  cu lt  figu r e  - wh ich  is  p a r t  o f t h e  
p r o b le m , p e o p le  we n t  t o  h e a r  Ho r o wit z  a n d  n o t  wh a t  wa s o n  t h e  
p r o gr a m . Fo r  m y se lf, I wo u ld  m u ch  r a t h e r  t h a t  p e o p le  co m e  t o  h e a r  
t h is  e xt r a o r d in a r y  co n ce r t o  o f Mo za r t  I'm  go in g t o  p la y  t h a n  sa y in g 
` We ' r e  go in g t o  h e a r  So lzh e n it sy n .'  ' '  

 

Cu r io u sly , o n e  co m p o se r  Ign a t  b a r e ly  p la y s is  o n e  o f t h e  gr e a t e st  
co m p o se r s o f p ia n o  m u sic: Ch o p in . Wh y ? ` ` I t h in k  m o st  p ia n ist s  
m iss t h e  m a r k  wit h  Ch o p in , wh o se  m u sic is  ve r y  r a r e ly  se n t im e n t a l. 
Ye t  so  m u ch  Ch o p in  in t e r p r e t a t io n  we  h e a r  is  n o t h in g b u t  
se n t im e n t a l gu sh in g. Ve r y  fe w a r t is t s  a r e  a b le  t o  ca p t u r e  t h e  a lm o st  
b iza r r e  co m b in a t io n s a n d  co n t r a d ict io n s in  h is  m u sic a n d  wh ich  
in h a b it e d  h is  so u l. An d  I'm  n o t  su r e  I'm  a b le  t o  p la y  Ch o p in  t h e  wa y  
h e  sh o u ld  b e  p la y e d  y e t .' '  

 

In  fa ct , So lzh e n it sy n  co u ld  b a r e ly  m e n t io n  a  s in gle  p ia n ist  wh o se  
Ch o p in  h e  e n jo y s, e xce p t  fo r  Ar r a u  in  t h e  No ct u r n e s, a n d  t h e  la t e  
Mie czy sla w Ho r szo wsk i, a  Po lish  p ia n ist  m u ch  le ss  fa m o u s a  Ch o p in  
in t e r p r e t e r  t h a n , sa y , Ar t h u r  Ru b in st e in . So lzh e n it sy n ' s  a ll-t im e  
fa vo r it e  p ia n ist  - Sv ia t o sla v  Rich t e r  - h a d  wid e r -r a n gin g t a st e s , 



p la y in g e ve r y t h in g fr o m  Ba ch  a n d  Ch o p in  t o  Ba r t o k . So  wh a t  d o e s 
t h is  y o u n g p ia n ist  like  so  m u ch  a b o u t  Rich t e r ? ` ` He  fo u n d  e a ch  
co m p o se r ' s  vo ice ,' '  h e  sa y s - se e m e d  a  sp e cia lis t  in  wh a t e ve r  
co m p o se r  h e  p la y e d ; a lso , ` ` h e  sh o we d  r e ve r e n ce  fo r  m u sic.' '  

 

FATHER'S WORK 

 

Pe r h a p s So lzh e n it sy n ' s  o wn  gr e a t e st  r e ve r e n ce , u n d e r st a n d a b ly , is  
r e se r ve d  n o t  fo r  m u sic b u t  r a t h e r  fo r  h is  fa t h e r ' s  e xt r a o r d in a r y  wo r k  
in  lit e r a t u r e . Th e  p ia n ist  m a y  ch o o se  t o  ign o r e  so m e  Ch o p in  o r  
Tch a iko vsky , b u t  h e  h a s r e a d  v ir t u a lly  e ve r y  o n e  o f h is  fa t h e r ' s  
m a ssive  wo r ks. 

 

` ` Th e r e  wa s n e ve r  a n y  p r e ssu r e  fr o m  m y  fa t h e r  o r  m o m , su ch  a s, 
` Lo o k , y o u r  d a d  wr o t e  t h is , y o u 'd  b e t t e r  r e a d  it .'  It  wa s ju st  t h e r e  o n  
t h e  sh e lf a n d  we  kn e w, b e ca u se  o u r  p a r e n t s  a lwa y s le d  b y  e xa m p le . 
Th e y  n e ve r  h a d  t o  p r e a ch  a b o u t  a n y t h in g, we  sa w h o w t h e y  
d e d ica t e d  t h e m se lve s t o  Ru ssia  a n d  t o  t h e ir  wo r k  a n d  h o w 
m e a n in gfu l t h e ir  live s we r e  in  t h a t  se n se . I d o  r e m e m b e r  t h a t  I 
t a ck le d  t h e  Gu la g Ar ch ip e la go  [Ale ksa n d r  So lzh e n it sy n ' s  p o we r fu l 
sa ga  o f St a lin ist  p r iso n  life ] a t  t h e  a ge  o f 8  o r  9 , a n d  t h a t  wa s a n  
e xt r e m e ly  im p o r t a n t  e xp e r ie n ce , a n d  I' ve  r e a d  a ll 1 0  vo lu m e s o f Th e  
Re d  Wh e e l, t wice .' '  

 

Aft e r  a ll, Ign a t  So lzh e n it sy n  m a y  n o t  b e  a b le  t o  co n su lt  Be e t h o ve n  o r  
Mo za r t  a b o u t  a  p a r t icu la r  b it  o f p h r a sin g o r  in  ge t t in g a  t e m p o  
r igh t , b u t  in  r e -r e a d in g h is  fa t h e r ' s  m a st e r wo r ks h e  ca n  p ick  u p  t h e  
p h o n e  n o w a n d  t h e n , o r  se n d  a  fa x a sk in g a  q u e st io n  a b o u t  a  
p a ssa ge  o r  o n e  o f t h e  ch a r a ct e r s  in  o n e  o f h is  d a d ' s  c la ssics . 

 

` ` I su p p o se ,' '  h e  sa y s, wit h  ju st  a  b a r e ly  d e t e ct a b le  t in ge  o f p r id e , 
` ` t h a t  is  o n e  o f t h e  gr e a t e st  p e r k s a n d  p r iv ile ge s o f b e in g Ale ksa n d r  
So lzh e n it sy n ' s  so n .' '  



 

Ja m e s Ro o s is  Th e  He r a ld ' s  m u sic cr it ic . 

IF YOU GO 

Ign a t  So lzh e n it sy n  will p e r fo r m  Mo za r t ' s  Pia n o  Co n ce r t o  No . 2 3  in  A 
m a jo r , K. 4 4 8 , wit h  Da n ie le  Ga t t i co n d u ct in g t h e  Ro y a l Ph ilh a r m o n ic 
Or ch e st r a , a lso  in  Br a h m s'  Va r ia t io n s o n  a  Th e m e  b y  Ha y d n  a n d  
Be e t h o ve n ' s  Fift h  Sy m p h o n y , a t  3  p .m . t o d a y , Br o wa r d  Ce n t e r  fo r  
t h e  Pe r fo r m in g Ar t s , 2 0 1  SW Fift h  Ave ., Fo r t  La u d e r d a le ; a n d  8  p .m . 
Mo n d a y , Mia m i-Da d e  Co u n t y  Au d it o r iu m , 2 9 0 1  W. Fla gle r  St ., 
Mia m i. Ticke t s , $ 2 0 -$ 7 0 . Ca ll 3 0 5 -5 3 2 -3 4 9 1  in  Mia m i-Da d e ; 9 5 4 -
5 2 3 -6 1 1 6  in  Br o wa r d ; o r  fa x 3 0 5 -5 3 2 -2 1 1 9 . 

 

 

Illu st r a t io n :co lo r  p h o t o : Ign a t  So lzh e n it sy  (n ) ; p h o t o : Ign a t  
So lzh e n it sy n  

(PIANO)  

 

Ign a t  So lzh e n it sy n  wa s ju st  1 8  m o n t h s o ld  wh e n  h is  fa t h e r , a u t h o r  
Ale ksa n d r  So lzh e n it sy n , wa s e xp e lle d  fr o m  t h e  So vie t  Un io n . 

Ign a t  So lzh e n it sy n , 2 7 , wh o  p e r fo r m s t o d a y  a n d  Mo n d a y  wit h  t h e  
Ro y a l Ph ilh a r m o n ic Or ch e st r a , h a s b e e n  p la y in g p ia n o  sin ce  t h e  a ge  
o f 5 , wh e n  h e  b e ga n  p lin k in g o n  t h e  b a b y  gr a n d  in  t h e  Am e r ica n  
h o m e  o f h is  fa t h e r , Ale ksa n d r  So lzh e n it sy n . 

 

Co p y r igh t  (c)  2 0 0 0  Th e  Mia m i He r a ld  


